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2015 CULTURE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

                                              [Our logo has been re-created!] 
 

2015 was the 40th anniversary of the 
Edmonton Heritage Festival, counting 
1976 to this year = 40 Years, so our 
focus was celebrating the 40th, as well 
as our Scandinavian culture, which was 
depicted by a re-enactment group 
called ‘Odin’s Ravens’ and contents of 
the Scandinavian culture/arts & crafts 
tent as well as our popular, Dala horse, 
Viking ship, figure cut-outs and the 
troll.  

 
The ideas were presented at the various meetings (later reported in the Minutes) 
by Culture Chair Brenda Carlstad – Sons of Norway, and others from the culture 
committee.  These included: Jens Woller – Dania, Greg & Lena Stewart – Dania, 
Sarah Samuelson, SKANDIA, Fae Doty – SKANDIA, Allison Boychuk – ICCE.  
Also on the committee were Nicholas Mikkelsen – Dania, and Steven Woller – 
Dania, Anneli & Jaako Thurlin - Finnish Society 
 
Photos of the contents of the Culture/Arts & Crafts Tent, as well as Food Tent, 

and others are located on the SHSE.CA WEBSITE. 
 
Set up time was 1:00 p.m. on Friday and set up 
was accomplished by 5:00 p.m. 
 
Jens Woller created a Danish traditional arch, with 
Heritage 40 Years Scandinavian printed on the 
sign that was placed at the entrance to the tent.  
The arch was made of wood with spruce boughs 
stapled to it and then flowers inserted.  Verner 
Steinbru – Sons of Norway, painted the sign. 
	  

Figure	  1	  -‐	  Arch	  '40’	  
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Figure	  2	  -‐	  country	  congratulations,	  kransekake	  

Display table - a kransekake 
(ring cake) was baked by Mrs. 
Woller and posters describing 
the kransekake/kransekage 
were prepared by Brenda.  
Allison and Brenda discussed 
the displays and Brenda 
prepared and placed 5 
‘congratulations’ signs on the 
table, one from each country.  
Posters showing each country’s 

flag, a symbol of each country, eg. fishing boat for Iceland, and a nice design, 
were made and laminated.  Lamination was recommended as the humidity in 
the tent curls regular paper.  Anneli provided a beautiful bouquet of ruby (for 40 
Years) gladiolus flowers. 
 
 

	  
Figure	  3	  -‐	  banner	  

Our banner was found and 
Fae Doty arranged for the 
year ‘40’ to replace ‘35’.  
She also cleaned it up to 
make it look presentable. 
Banner stands were 
obtained via Fae, and 
worked very well.  It will be 
stored in the Swedish room. 

 
2 display boards (from trailer) were placed 
beside the table, on the south wall, with 
posters that showed scenes from 
Scandinavia, as well as a selection of the  
ribbons we have previously won.  Also 
included were a poster depicting 1976 
and 2 troll posters that kids had fun 
looking at.  Returned to the trailer. 
 

Figure	  4	  -‐	  poster	  boards 
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Greg and Lena Stewart constructed a kids’ 
tent, complete with carving at the top pieces 
and made and painted shields with colours 
from each country.  Brenda made 2 cloaks, a 
‘wooden’ bead necklace and purchased 2 
swords.  We placed a couple of helmets on a 
small table beside the mini tent, and as a 
background on the table we placed flag-
coloured loot bags.  However, kids always 
wanted to know what was in the bags.   Kids 
thoroughly enjoyed dressing up, and their 
parents always took photos.  We did not 
charge for this.  Other pavilions had people 
pose, took their photo and charged $3.00. 
Placed in the trailer.  
 

 
 
In the middle of the tent was a Swedish 
maypole constructed and decorated by Lee 
and Fae Doty.  An explanation of the maypole 
and traditions were attached. 
 
A little fence was arranged around the bottom 
for safety purposes. 
 
Skandia paid for the maypole.  The maypole 
was placed in the trailer after the event. 
 
 

 
 
 

The superimposed map of the Scandinavian 
countries over Canada was placed on a stand 
and proved to be very popular.  People were 
amazed how small the countries were 
compared to Canada.  These were returned to 
the trailer. 

Figure	  5	  -‐	  kids'	  tent	  and	  shields 

Figure	  7	  -‐	  Map 

Figure	  6	  -‐	  Maypole 
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At a table near the map, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sjoberg attended to sell a 
book ‘Swedes in Canada’, by author 
Elinor Barr, and they answered a lot 
of questions and politely visited 
with all. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Near the north entrance of the tent, a table was set up for the Scandinavian 
Studies program with brochures 
available.  Students from the 
program, along with Natalie Van 
Deusen, Prof. at UofA, who 
arranged for the documentation as 
well as the shift work of the 
students, attended and spoke with 
potential students. Current 
students were requested to ensure 
their applications for a chance at a 
scholarship were completed.    
 
 

 
Along the north wall, we had 2 
eight-foot tables.  On that table 
were 5 information posters, 1 
for each society, with contact 
information, and pieces of 
paper for people to leave their 
contact information. 
All tablecloths were provided 
by Brenda (make from cloth 
from IKEA). 
 

 Figure	  10	  -‐	  Scandinavian	  Societies	  posters 

Figure	  8	  -‐	  Sjobergs 

Figure	  9	  -‐	  students 
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Also at these tables were 
brochures from each country, 200 
from each.  These were sent to 
Brenda’s house and lugged down 
to the site on Friday. Further 
along on these tables were the 
Norwegian calendars that Sons of 
Norway members were selling for 
$20.00 and Scandinavian 
Cookbooks for $10.00.  Helmets 
were also included at this table for  
$10.00 each. 	  
	  

Figure	  11	  -‐	  cookbooks,	  helmets	  and	  calendars	  

Sarah and Brenda worked on a Bon Voyage 
poster. Brenda located the correct words and 
Sarah arranged and printed the poster words.  
This poster was presented to Jack Little (see 
website photos), flanked by 2 Odin’s Ravens.  
*Anneli Thurlin and Karin Jackson attended the 
very first Heritage Days in 1976.  Additionally, 
Jack Little was read a proclamation by President 
Roger Bruce and made an honorary 
Scandinavian.  Jack Little also climbed up on the 
Viking ship after being escorted by the Ravens to 
send him on his way. (see website photos) Our 
pavilion received a Founders’ Award.  (see 
website photos) 

	  

	  
 
Along the walls and in the middle, 
pennants from each country were made 
and strung up and by Fae Doty.  This 
added a colourful addition to the tent, and 
as flags were discouraged from being flown 
outside, these type of flags were kept 
inside. 

Figure	  12	  -‐	  Bon	  Voyage	  poster 

Figure	  13	  -‐	  pennants 
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As mentioned in the first paragraph, Odin’s Ravens had their tents outside of 
ours against the north wall.  They were present all three days and posed for 
hundreds of photos and explained and answered questions all day long. 
 
The Viking ship, troll, Dala horse and funny figures with hole cutouts were just 
outside our tent.  The ship was angled in such a way as to not block the view of 
the Arab tent. The Dala horse and troll were placed to the right of the entrance. 
Signs should be on the horse at all times to ‘KEEP OFF’! 
 
  

     
 
 

    
 
 
In summary, the committee worked well and with a couple of more volunteers 
during the actual days, we had sufficient volunteers.  I attended all 3 days and all 
hours this tent was open.  Hats off to others who put in untold hours in order to 
make this a successful pavilion once again, such as those people in the pop and 
food tents and especially the organizers and leaders.  Well done! 

Submitted by Brenda Carlstad 
Chair/Culture Committee 


