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2016 CULTURE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

submitted by Culture Chair Brenda Carlstad 

 

2016 brought some challenges. The theme for 2016 
was travel, chosen so we could have a hands-off 
approach due to uncertainties about the availability of 
volunteers.  Building on that theme, I sprang into 
action (on the computer) and ordered travel brochures 
for all Nordic countries. Time flew by, resulting in 
absolutely nothing - in terms of brochures and despite 
numerous emails.  A more vigorous approach was 
necessary - the phone!  Success!   Ultimately I ended 
up with wet boxes, again, on my doorstep - 400 for Sweden, Denmark and 

Finland.  Iceland brochures were ordered separately and 
received in quick time.  But Norway was stubborn - how 
typical!!  Norway had no brochures whatsoever and everything 
anyone ever needed to know about Norway, was online - 
www.visitnorway.com, it was patiently explained to me. 
Deciding not to be completely thrown off track and acting on 
the advice of my consultant Sharon Bruce, I made contact with 
the Norwegian Consular staff here in Edmonton and 
discovered that actually 'Norway In Your Pocket' was available 
for 2016!  Needless to say I grabbed all that they could obtain 

- about 150 pieces of information and a few flags.   
 
Our committee continued to gather, plot and plan our displays - which I must 
say were a real work of art.  Each country had its own display with maps, some 
artefacts and interesting and relevant items.   

 
Our committee set up on Friday evening - Anneli & 
Jaako Thurin for Finland, Sarah Samuelson for 
Sweden, Alison Boychuk for Iceland, Shelley 
Anderson for Denmark and Kelly Greenwall and 
myself for Norway. Finland rose majestically to the 
challenge to arrive with a giant display!

Figure	1	-	Iceland	display 
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Figure	2	-	Sweden	display																																																			Figure	3	-	Finland	display	

	

	

															 	
Figure	4	-	Denmark	display																																																Figure	5	-	Finland	-	Anneli	&	Jaako	Thurlin 

	 	

Despite a high of 29 degrees for Friday set-up (why is it always so hot when we 
set up?) we carried on and were pretty proud of our tent - resplendent with 
pretty travel brochures and banners, maps and lots of photos.  
 
To our surprise, resulting in a small erosion of our faith 
in the weather, a nice little squall descended upon us.  
Imagine the lovely surprise awaiting Sharon Bruce as 
she entered our cultural tent.  Apparently brochures 
were everywhere and water lying all over the place.  As 
usual, she sprang into action and had it pretty well 
sorted by time I arrived.  New nickname - Super Sharon! 

Thank you Sharon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure	6	-	Super	Sharon! 
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Sarah Samuelson dressed in a traditional 
Swedish costume, and people appreciated that 
touch of culture.   
 
The brochures were lined up on the table for 
free pick up by festival goers - we still have 
some remaining! 
 
Thank you to Marvin Weiss for ordering the 
helmets for the little wannabe Vikings and for 
being available for all questions. 
 

	
Figure	9	-	Scandinavian	Studies 

 
 
 
The Scandinavian Studies students were present with their banner and ready to 
speak about their studies program.  Our committee took turns in the tent as 
much as we could.  Thank you to the Sons of Norway members who kept an eye 
on the tent while selling calendars and cookbooks for the Society.  Helmets were 
sold for $10, baseball caps with a stitched Heritage Society's logo for $15, 
Norwegian calendars $20; and cookbooks $10.  
 

Figure	7	-	Sarah	Samuelson 

Figure	8	-	Cliff	Norum 
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The Torskeklubben boss, called 'Oak', and his 
band of Nordic reenactors departed their cultural 
knowledge including many displays of grunting 
and downright hollering on stage during their fake 
battles.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Both the junior and adult Valhalla 
Scandinavian Folkdancers 
entertained the crowds with their 
cultural dancing.  Photos of children      

are not posted due to absence of parental consent.  

 
 
The red Dala horse, Viking ship, figure cut-
outs and the troll continue to be perennial 
icons of our culture tent. Warriors Verner 
Steinbru (left) and Pasi Karsten (below) and 
were intimidating at the bow of the ship.   

 
 
 

Figure	10	-	Oak	and	Ross 

Figure	11	-	Folkdancing 
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Saturday was going just fine until a second rainstorm decided to test our spirit.  
Not to be outdone or undone, everything scrap of paper was tarped and we 
were in good shape the next morning, and we won't talk about my car being 
backed into.   
 
Our tent was awarded an Honourable Mention in the Entertainment category. 
 
Thanks to Cliff Norum for being 
on hand for anything we needed 
in our tent and to Roger Bruce 
for being ever present and 
talking to all those who strolled 
through our tent.  Thank you to 
all committee members and 
support people who 
volunteered in our tent.   
 

  Brenda Carlstad  with the Norway display 
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Congrats  #yegheritagefest pavilion award winners . 

Food s e rvices :  
1s t p lace  #Poland  
2nd place  #Jamaica  
3rd place #Chile 
Honourable mention #Haiti & #Cuba 
Entertainment 
1st place #Ukraine 
2nd place #Chinese 
3rd place #Cambodia 
Honourable mention #Scandinavia 
Arts and Crafts 
1st place #Arab Heritage and #Wales 
2nd place #Israel 
3rd place #Ukraine 
Honourable mention #Thailand 

 


