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2017 CULTURE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

submitted by Culture Chair Brenda Carlstad 

 
2017 Culture Tent was organized and coordinated by 

DANIA - Shelley Anderson & Jakob Lauridsen; Norway - Brenda Carlstad, Janina 
Carlstad, VASA - Sarah Samuelson, Finnish Society - Britta & Pasi Karsten, 
Brenda Niska-Aro; ICCE (Iceland) - Allison Boychuk & Lorraine Ilnicki. 
 
The Festival's 2017's theme was Canada 150 and we used Emigration 
/Immigration to Canada as the theme for our tent. Brochures for the five 
countries were either used from supplies on hand or ordered accordingly.  
 
We built upon the document 'Early Scandinavians in Edmonton' as the basis for 
our research that was written by Sons of Norway 
member Ken Domier. It was too costly and time 
consuming to order from the Alberta Archives'; 
consequently we continued the research via Google.  
 

 
 
 
 
Lorraine Ilnicki (ICCE) & Britta Karsten 
(Finnish) 
 

 
Swedish Relics - guess what the items 
are & check your answers - popular 
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The Scandinavian Studies students and 
Augustana University were present with 
their posters and ready to speak about 
their studies program.  
 
Thank you to the Sons of Norway 
members who kept an eye on the tent 
while selling calendars.  Helmets were 
sold for $10, baseball caps with a stitched 

Heritage Society's logo for $15, Norwegian calendars $20.  
 
The Torskeklubben boss, called 'Oak', had his tent 
inside our tent, and his band of Nordic re-enactors 
departed their cultural knowledge and a few 'battles'. 
Kids loved trying on the helmet. 
 
 

 
 
Both the junior and adult Valhalla 
Scandinavian Folkdancers entertained the 
crowds with their cultural dancing.  
 
 
 
 
 

Mysterious Viking man. 
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The red Dala horse, Viking ship, figure cut-outs 
and the troll continue to be perennial icons of 
our culture tent.  
 
Our tent became very popular during a Saturday 
rainstorm; all other tents shut down their music, 
and thanks to Janina, we still heard the drum, 
horn and flute! 
  
Our tent was awarded an Honourable Mention 
for culture in the vignette series.  

Janina Carlstad & John, Saga experts 
 
 

 
Brenda Carlstad, Janina Carlstad 
Oak, Britta & Pasi Karsten & Jakob 
Lauridsen 
 

 
 
Pop Tent: Brian Sveinbjornson & Roger Bruce 
 
Thanks to trailer manager, Cliff Norum, Treasurer 
Marvin Weiss, President Roger, and Sharon Bruce for 
continued support. Thank you to all committee 
members and support people who volunteered in our 
tent.  Over 40 photos are posted online at SHSE.CA 
via Flickr (no 'e') site. 

 


